Beautiful In His Time
  Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

Introduction:
In 1963 at the beginning of US involvement in Vietnam, Pete Seeger used Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 as a basis for his hit song made popular by the Byrds, “Turn, Turn, Turn”.
He did fine until the last line “a time for war, a time for peace. He changed that line to “A time for peace, I swear it’s not too late”

People love to quote the Word of God until it contradicts their own philosophy or way of life. 

Don’t look so pious, we do the same thing, and we should know better.

Solomon, the wisest and richest man who ever lived, arrives at this chapter after having investigated wealth, wisdom, work and wild living and concluded that everything was an empty exercise in vanity and grasping for the wind.
He now faces an even bigger challenge, “the problem with God”
Rabbi Kushner wrote the book, “When Bad Things Happen to Good People” He had just lost his 3 year old son to a rare disease. He was dealing with the age-old question:
With all the suffering in the world, how can God be both a loving God and a powerful God?

He concluded that God was loving but not powerful; He wanted to help because of His great love, but He was not able to.

According to Kushner we cannot pray to God in our time of suffering. If you do he will have to say, “Sorry that’s not my Job” 

He sees man as living in some kind of fence God will not enter.

Solomon has an altogether different view:

God in sovereign and in control and He is in the fence with us to help us in our need. 

But He is not helpful enough!
He wants to know why God doesn’t improve the standard of living; halt the aging process show favoritism to His children discontinue the program of pain.

Solomon’s answer:
The word “time” is a clue - He uses “time” 29 times in 8 verses. 

We are an eternity bound and (at the same time) a time bound people. We have clocks everywhere.

I. Some Impression About Life – 3:1-8 
A. How time Affects Our Body – 3:2-3
1. A time to be born - A time to die

Maternity ward is just above the mortuary.

We spend our life going down the stairs.

In a large hospital people are born and people die every day.

More than that, there is a time for each in your life.
 
The time you were born was appointed by God.

The time of your death is appointed by God.
2. A Time to plant - A time to harvest.
a. The planting must come – first.
b. We must sow that which we want to harvest.

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for ﻿﻿whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 

c. We can’t have a harvest until the time has come

3. A time to kill - A time to heal
Some killing is necessary.

Healing comes as a result of killing 



4. A time to tear down - A time to build up
We build up in our early years and break down in our later years.
There’s a time for breaking down, but God is there. Turn to Him, the One who has love for you and the strength to help.
B. How time Affects Our Soul – 3:4-5
By soul, I mean the seat of the emotions
1. A time to weep - A time to laugh

Hopefully there is more laughter than crying.

Prov.17:22

“A ﻿﻿merry heart ﻿﻿does good, like medicine, But a broken spirit dries the bones. 

But there is a time for each. Tears are a part of life. Jesus wept John 11:35

Job said, “My eyes pour out tears.”16:20
He who goes ﻿﻿forth weeping, Bearing ﻿﻿seed for sowing, Shall doubtless come again ﻿﻿with﻿ rejoicing, Bringing his sheaves with him. Psalm 126:6

We need to laugh, but sometimes we must also cry. The Lord is near both times.

One day He will wipe away all tears.
2. A time to mourn - A time to dance

We mourn the passing of a loved one.
It would be strange to dance at that time.

At the dancing time, the mourning is inappropriate. 

But we don’t mourn as those who have no hope.

3. A time to scatter stones - A time to gather stones
This seems to have reference to building, as in choosing the proper material.


4. A time to embrace - A time to refrain 

C. How time Affects Our Spirit – 3:6-8
1.  A time to search / A time to give up

2.  A time to keep / A time to throw away

3.  A time to tear / A time to mend
4.  A time to be silent / A time to speak
5. A Time love / a time to hate

6. A Time for war / A time for peace
II. Some Insights About God – 3:9-11
A. His Plan is Good – 3:9-11a
Question: What does a worker gain from his toil?  V.9
Shakespeare said through Macbeth:

To-morrow, To-morrow, To-morrow

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day

To the last syllable of recorded time…

Life’s but a walking shadow. A poor player,

That struts and frets his hour upon a stage

And then is heard no more. It is a tale

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,

Signifying nothing.


    Solomon has a different perspective:

1. The “burden” comes from God 
All the “times” above come from God.

Every task comes from God.

Every disappointment comes from God.

Monopoly has a “get out of jail free”. God does not.
2. Every thing is beautiful in its time.

When you look up here at me
That truth is hard to see when I look back at you, I find that truth is no more true.

Therefore, “In everything give thanks” - Eccles. 3:11 is the O.T. Romans 8:28
Yes, God’s plan is good, and that includes even the negative things.
B. His Purpose Is Clear - 3:11b
He has set eternity in man’s heart.
He has destined us for eternity. 

We will never be totally satisfied until we are with Him.

Planet earth was not made to carry the curse of sin
We are not made to live with a sinful nature.

That is why He will make all things new.

That’s where we are headed, be patient, we’ll get there!

C.S. Lewis said, “Our heavenly Father has provided many delightful inns for us along our journey, but He has taken great care to see that we do not mistake any of them for home” 
C. His Program is Mysterious – 3:11c
…except that ﻿﻿no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end. 

My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor my ways your ways. We have to “let God be God” in our lives.

Human labor is without profit because people are ignorant of God’s eternal plan, the basis by which He evaluates the appropriateness and eternal significance of all their activities. - Don Glenn
Vance Havner said, “God writes over some of our days “Will explain later”
III. Some Instructions About Living – 3:12-15
A. Don’t Forfeit Enjoyment Because of What You Can’t Understand – 3:12
I know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live.

Trust God’s Word that what you are doing in His will is going to turn out for your good and His glory.

Then enjoy yourself – It’s later than you think.

B. Don’t Forget To Be Thankful for God’s Gifts to You – 3:13
“Moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and enjoy themselves in all their toil.
Suppose:

You go to world’s greatest amusement park. You don’t go on any ride, but you get out your laptop and compute the configurations of every ride. Then you figure out how every nut and bolt enhances each ride. Five o’clock comes and it’s time to go home and you have not experienced a single thrill.

That’s what happens when we try to understand and explain things that God has reserved for Himself, at least for now.

C.  Don’t Fear Life: Fear God – 3:14-15
1. Don’t fear life
Your life is planned by God.

He does all things well. 

The creation is one of His works. It’s perfect and awe-inspiring 

The God who planned the world also planned your life – it’s perfect! There’s nothing in it to fear!
2. Fear God 

Should we quake in our shoes as before a hungry and angry lion?

No, stand in awe of Him.

Realize Who He is and give Him respect.

Conclusion:

